Every day Atlantis
Submarines and Voyager
Submarines of Hawaii offer
a unique experience for
passengers to view the
abundant underwater
marine life living in the
tropical waters of Hawaii.
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An HH-65 Crewmember hoists ASM2 Keith Brannan
Jfrom the deck of one of the participating submarines.

These were some of the questions the 14th
Coast Guard District addressed when it
sponsored a series of search and rescue
exercises with Atlantis and Voyager Subma-
rines and members of the local marine
salvage community. The exercises were
designed to help the Coast Guard and
members of the local community develop a
better understanding of each other, as well as
review the equipment and procedures used
for search and rescue. These exercises
included helicopter hoist training off the deck
of the submarines operating in Oahu, Maui,
and the Big Island of Hawaii.

A commercial submarine emergency
response workshop was held in November to
bring together members from the 14th
District, Group Honolulu and Marine Safety
Office Honolulu, as well as representatives
from the U. S. Navy, Atlantis and Voyager
Submarines, and members of the local
marine salvage community. The meeting
provided an opportunity for
the participants to become
familiar with one another, to
discuss the assets and capa-
bilities of the different
organizations, as well as
review the design and safety
features of the subs.

This meeting was followed

by a familiarization dive
aboard an Adantis submarine
for all participants. The
Atlantis crew demonstrated
the safety and emergency

dive off Waikiki Beach,

Oahu. ASM2 Keith
Brannan, a rescue swimmer
from Air Station Barbers Point and Cmdr.
Dick Huwel, 14th District chief of search and
rescue, demonstrated helicopter hoist and
safety gear. This event was followed by a visit
to a submarine in drydock and helicopter hoist
training for the submarine crewmembers.

On Dec. 20, 1995, an HH-65 helicopter
from Air Station Barbers Point conducted
helicopter hoists with both tourist submarine
companies off’ Oahu. It was a great success
according to Brannan.

“You couldn’t ask for a better training
scenario” he said. Brannan trained the
sub crews to receive the helicopter basket
and place an injured person in it. Each
sub crew practiced placing the rescue
swimmer in a rescue basket and commu-
nicating with the helicopter hoist
operator.

Based on the overwhelming success of
the helicopter and submarine exercises in
Oabhu, similar training was scheduled
with the Atlantis subs operating in Maui
and the Big Island of Hawaii. In early

February, Coast Guard helicopter crews
conducted hoist training exercises with
the Atlantis crews operating in Kailua-
Kona, Hawaii, and Lahaina, Maui.
Coast Guard Auxiliary members and
Station Maui personnel provided vital
assistance by enforcing safety zones for
the SAREX. According to ASM1 Robin
N. Feske of Air Station Barber Point,
who trained the Maui and Kailua-Kona
submarine crews, “We hope we never
need to do a helicopter evacuation from
the subs, but if we do, these guys will be

ready.” w.

Lefi: A diver checks with the pilot of an Atlantis submarine
during an emergency bottom-recovery demonstration off
Waikiki Beach.

Bottom: ASM1 Robin N. Feske and Lt. Ben Cooper watch
the crew of an Atlantis submarine use a Stokes litter during
training off Maui.

6 Pacific Shicld Apr.Jun. 96
P

Apr.-Jun. 96 Pa




